
The Back Story 
In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. He made a beautiful world, perfectly suited to our needs, and 
He called it “good.” God’s final act of creation was to make human beings who are enough like Him that we could have a 
relationship with Him. This means we were given free will – the power to choose right or wrong, good or evil. But we 
used this power to rebel against God, shattering our relationship with Him and making a total mess of God’s good world. 
Now we live with the consequences: war, famine, disease, natural disasters, broken hearts, and even death. But worst of 
all, our sin separates us from the Father who made us and loves us. None of this is the way it was meant to be. 
 
But God didn’t write us off. Instead, He set in motion a plan to restore everything that human beings had destroyed. God 
was (and still is!) determined to dwell with us and bring us peace, joy, goodness, and love. All these things are found in 
Him, in His presence. That’s the life He created us to experience. And it lasts forever! 
 
This amazing plan was nothing short of miraculous. First, God selected a man named Israel to be the father of a nation 
set apart for God. Israel’s descendants are the Jewish people. Then, God sent prophets throughout history to proclaim to 
the world that someday a Savior-King – the very Son of God, called the “Messiah” (which means “chosen one”) – would 
come to rescue anyone who would turn away from sin and allow Him to restore their relationship with God … and give 
them the life with Him God intended us to have. The Messiah wasn’t just a man, but the eternal God Himself who 
became a man to rescue us out of rebellion and its consequences, and to restore the world. This man was born in 
Palestine over 2,000 years ago in the backwater town of Nazareth. His name is Jesus. He was born miraculously, lived a 
perfectly sinless life (which nobody else has ever done), and sacrificed Himself for. Because He is fully human, He is 
qualified to die in our place, to pay the debt we owed because we rebelled against an infinitely perfect God. And 
because He is also fully God, His infinite goodness is enough to pay that infinite debt for everyone who comes to Him 
and allows Him to pay the bill for them.  
 
Having defeated sin and conquered death by rising from the grave, Jesus has established Himself as the rightful King 
over creation. The way the world was meant to be is that we would be pure and good, loving and strong, and would be 
ruled by God Himself (specifically, by Jesus!), who is the perfect embodiment of these qualities. And that’s exactly what 
Jesus is doing even today: establishing His Kingdom … rescuing hopeless sinners and turning them into a new community 
of those who love and follow Him, and who demonstrate that they belong to Him by loving others in the same way. 
 
That’s where “The Chosen” comes in. 
 
This show is about Jesus’ earliest followers – what they experienced, how they interacted with Jesus, and how He 
changed their lives as the earliest citizens of God’s Kingdom. Their story informs the story of anyone who wants to be 
fully human… sins erased, new life granted, and living under the rule and reign of a perfect and powerful Savior-King. 
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Jesus of Nazareth (played by Jonathan Roumie) 
God Himself became a man named Jesus, from the town of Nazareth. He is “the Messiah,” the unique 
both-God-and-man, who came to earth (was born as a human) specifically to die as a sacrifice that 
would rescue us from sin and death. Because He, having died, rose from the dead, He has inaugurated 
the Kingdom of God – a new community in which we are free to live the way we were meant to when 
God created us, free from sin and culminating in eternal life with Him. 

 

Nicodemus (played by Erick Avari) 
Nicodemus is a respected leader of the Pharisees, a group of highly religious types who are experts in 
the Scriptures and considered themselves the leaders of the Jewish people. With rare exception, the 
Pharisees had become so proficient at looking good that they’d forgotten how to love people the way 
God would want them too, and were totally closed to new ideas. But Nicodemus is the exception. 
When He encounters Jesus, He is willing to consider that He just might be who He says He is. 

 

Mary Magdalene (played by Elizabeth Tabish) 
Mary grew up believing in God, but by the time we she meets Jesus, she is demon possessed and has 
become a prostitute put food on the table. She has left the name “Mary” behind and goes by “Lilith.” 
But Jesus, because He is God, has known her even from childhood. He didn’t create her to be helpless 
in the face of evil and brutally used by men, but rather to be a beautiful and strong child of God. He 
calls her by her real name, drives out the demons, and gives her a new life of purity and dignity.  

 

Simon (“Peter”) (played by Shahar Isaac) 
Simon is a hotheaded, impulsive fisherman until Jesus calls him to follow Him. Jesus promises to teach 
Simon how to “fish for people” (to introduce them to Jesus), and later renames him “Peter,” which 
means “rock.” Peter becomes the first leader of the church after Jesus returns to heaven. In the show, 
we see Peter trying desperately (but failing) to make his life work, until Jesus miraculously pulls him 
out of his self-made mess and gives him a new life … one that even includes leading God’s people. 

 

Andrew (played by Noah James) 
Andrew is Simon’s brother and also a fisherman. He is a follower of a prophet sent by God to prepare 
the way for Jesus (his cousin “John the Baptizer”) until John introduces Andrew to Jesus. Andrew is 
also one of the earliest to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, and traditionally considered to be the first 
person Jesus calls to follow Him. Andrew is friendly and hospitable. He is known for bringing people, 
including his brother Simon, to Jesus. 

 

James “the Greater” and John Zebedee (played by Abe Martell and George Xanthis) 
James is called “Big James” in the show because of his size. He, John, and their 
father Zebedee are all fisherman, earning a living catching fish in the Sea of Galilee 
in northern Israel, just like Andrew and Simon. Nicknamed the “sons of thunder” 
because of their quick tempers, both men are changed dramatically by their 
relationship with Jesus. John goes on to write the gospel of John in the Bible. 

 

Matthew Alpheus (played by Paras Patel) 
Matthew is a tax collector for Rome, so his people consider him to be a traitor. God had given the 
land of Israel to the Jews 2,000 years before Matthew was born. But Rome invaded Israel 100 years 
ago and are oppressing the people with high taxes. Plus, many tax collectors also skim off the top of 
what they collect. So, tax collectors were hated! But Jesus loves Matthew anyway and changes his life, 
so much that he goes on to write the gospel of Matthew in the Bible. 

 

Thomas (played by Joey Vahedi) 
Thomas is a man who is always planning and calculating, always trying to figure out how to make 
things work. He thinks pretty highly of his own abilities until he meets Jesus, who turns his life on its 
head. Jesus teaches Thomas how to trust God’s work and ways, rather than his own calculations, and 
Thomas ultimately goes on to bring the good news of God’s Kingdom into Asia, helping untold millions 
over the centuries come to know God for who He really is. 


