
The Chosen – Season 1, Episode 3 – Jesus Loves the Little Children 
“Jesus loves the little children, all the children of the world. 

Red and yellow, black and white, they are precious in His sight. 
Jesus loves the little children of the world.” 

 
Do you know that classic Sunday School song? 
It’s a timeless truth: children and welcomed and 
cherished by Jesus. 
 
Why? 
 
Well, first, because God has a thing for anyone 
who is weak or vulnerable. The children in this 
episode are entirely fictional. Neither they nor 
this scene explicitly appears in the Bible. But the 
scene is totally believable. Not only do we catch 
our first glimpse of Jesus’ fun side (more on that 
later), but we also experience His unusual love for kids. I say “unusual,” because in Jesus’ day children were 
considered less valuable than adults. They were limited in their ability to contribute to society, so they were 
considered to be non-persons. They were the property of their parents and often sold into slavery to pay the 
bills. It was even legal in Rome to simply discard an unwanted child. In fact, the early church was known for 
the families who rescued discarded infants off the garbage heaps and raised them as their own. This reflects 
the heart of God so well, because it’s exactly what He does for us, broken messed-up sinners as we are. And 
God teaches His people to love one another in that same way. He instructs us over and over in Scripture to 
take care of widows and orphans, explicitly because that makes us like Him – a thing for the vulnerable. So, 
yes, Jesus loved the little children, and they in turn found it easy to trust and be around Him. 
 
Second, Jesus says there’s something special about the way children understand things. Their simplicity gives 
them access to God in ways adults find much more difficult. In Matthew 18:3-4, Jesus says, “Unless you turn 
and become like little children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. Therefore, whoever humbles 
himself like this child—this one is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.”  
 
This is because “children are uncomplicated. They’re appropriately awestruck by the world around them. 
They’re cute and innocent and vulnerable and unvarnished. They’re wide-eyed, expectant, moldable, and 
trusting – unlike us. They’re not jaded or judgmental, self-reliant, self-promoting, or stained by a lifetime of 
sinful choices. All that means that it’s much easier for a child to believe they are cherished by God it is for us 
adults” (from The Chosen study guide, p63). I love watching Jesus patiently answer the kids’ questions and how 
deeply meaningful it is to Him when they say the Shema (a traditional Hebrew prayer from Deuteronomy 6). 
The children take these things seriously in a way many adults have forgotten. 
 
 
About this Episode 
In the beginning of episode 3, we see Jesus struggling in prayer in the wilderness. This was common for Jesus. 
He knew that He was born to die and was determined to be the sacrifice for our sins, but the weight of such a 
calling must have been extremely heavy. The Scriptures say that, as a man (who was also God), Jesus wrestled 
with everything all of us do, but never chose to sin. In the face of every struggle common to all people, He 
lived a perfect life. But that doesn’t mean He didn’t spend His own dark nights of the soul wrestling with His 
God, just like we do. He had to humble Himself before His Father while they were alone together in the 



wilderness in order to have the strength to obey the Father perfectly as He did every day. So here we peek 
behind the curtain at Jesus bowing before His Father, submitting to His will, and asking the Father to work 
through Him in the world. It’s fitting that we see here in Jesus the same humility He describes in little children 
in Matthew 18. Likely Jesus is thinking about when and how to reveal Himself to the world and begin His 
march toward being executed on a cross someday for the sins of the world. (We’ll learn more about that 
struggle in future episodes.) 
 
Two additional things it may help you to note… 
 
First, when one of the kids asked Jesus, “Where were you yesterday?” (index 23:07), Jesus says that He had to 
help a woman in town, He is referring to the closing scene of Episode 1, when He sought out Mary Magdalene 
and freed her from demonic oppression. 
 
Second, a few minutes later (index 23:54), Abigail asks Jesus, “What is your reason for being here?” Jesus 
responds by quoting Isaiah 61. This is one of my favorite passages in all of Scripture, and it is what Jesus will 
later read in the synagogue in His hometown to inaugurate His public ministry. It describes the reason God 
sent His Son to earth… 

“The Spirit of the Lord is on me, 
because He has anointed me 

to preach good news to the poor. 
He has sent me 

to proclaim release to the captives 
and recovery of sight to the blind, 

to set free the oppressed, 
and to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 

 
In other words, God became a man (and died and rose again) in order to set us free from sin, to bring peace 
between us and God, and to renew and restore the entire world, healing us from the inside out.  
 
Amazing!  


