
The Chosen – Season 1, Episode 5 – The Wedding Gift 
 
We are officially halfway into season 1, and we arrive tonight at one of the most popular moments in the 
gospels. In this episode, Jesus performs his first public miracle. This moment is considered the “launch” of His 
ministry, because it’s the first time He gets Himself “on the radar,” so to speak. But The Chosen does a great 
job at weaving back story and depth (one possible way of interpreting events) into this well-known scene.  
 
The gospel of John is sometimes said to have two parts: the “Book of Signs,” depicting a series of seven 
miraculous signs Jesus performed during his earthly ministry, and the “Book of Glory,” recalling Jesus’ final day 
on earth, His crucifixion, death, resurrection and ascension. We will see in this episode “the first sign.”  
 

God has long been considered by many and is often 
portrayed as a cosmic killjoy, the great Rule Maker who 
sits grumpily on His throne in heaven waiting for us to 
step out of line by having even the tiniest bit of fun, at 
which point He has to (gets to?) judge us harshly and 
(sigh!) do all the hard work of saving us from ourselves. 
 
But “sin” and “fun” are not the same thing. In fact, we 
were made for joy. It was God Himself who gave us deep 
wells of passion and a propensity to merriment, because 

it reflects His own nature. God loves to laugh. God loves to dance. God rejoices over us with singing 
(Zephaniah 3:17). Yes, sin can be fun, but that “fun” is always a shadow of what it could have been if it had 
been with the grain of God’s character (righteousness) instead of against it (sin). And the “fun” of sin always 
lasts only for a moment before it is eclipsed by shame and other devastating consequences. It would take a 
few minutes for poisoned Kool-Aid to kill you too, but who would ingest it because of its brief sugary goodness 
without considering that searing pain and death would quickly follow?  
 
The problem isn’t that we seek too much joy. It’s that we don’t seek enough. “We are far too easily pleased,” 
CS Lewis declares. “We are half-hearted creatures, fooling about with drink and sex and ambition when 
infinite joy is offered us, like an ignorant child who wants to go on making mud pies in a slum because he 
cannot imagine what is meant by the offer of a holiday at the sea.” How true that is! We were made to swim 
in God’s joy. We were made to have capital-F-fun in Him. God Himself perfectly fulfills all the desires He wired 
into the human heart, and from that position of rightness and security and identity, the world is our 
playground. Christians need to be less grumpy and more fun. Christians should throw the best parties. 
Christians need to re-learn how to separate “fun” and “sin,” as Jesus well demonstrated.  
 
Because the fact is that Jesus loves to party. He loves to laugh. He loves the joyous simplicity of children. He 
loves to tell jokes and engaging stories. He loves to dance. Jesus was a FUN guy. He was serious too, of course, 
but not all the time. And I love the way this episode portrays that balance.  
 

 
  



Episode 5 opens with Mary (Jesus’ mother) searching for 
Him in Jerusalem. God required His people to come to 
Jerusalem annually for the Passover festival, to 
commemorate His saving them from slavery in Egypt 
centuries before. Jesus came with His parents every 
year, but when He was 12, He stayed behind in the 
temple (the huge building to which Joseph gestures in 
the episode) to pray, teach and “be with His Father in 
His house.” Here, Jesus’ mother has to wrestle with the 

fact that Jesus is both God and human. And so does Jesus. They will have to do so again before the espiode is 
over. It’s a beautiful portrayal of their relationship and the weight and complexity of Jesus’ unique identity as 
fully God and fully man. 
 
Many years later, Mary’s childhood friend Dina is hosting the wedding feast of her son Ashur in the nearby 
town of Cana. Weddings were a really big deal in Jesus’ day. They were rochus parties that lasted for days. And 
hospitality was one of the highest, most important cultural values in their world. Hence their focus on the 
arrangements, the food and, particularly in this episode, the wine. Jesus comes to the party with His disciples, 
and His mother ultimately asks Him to perform His first public miracle (the “first sign” in the gospel of John) to 
rescue the party from calamity and her friend’s family from disgrace. You can read this story in John 2:1-12. 
 
But what you can’t read in the Scriptures is the background Dallas and his team weave into this familiar story. 
The conversation between Mary and Thaddeus is of particular importance. Thaddeus is a stone mason by 
trade, and he describes the process of carving stone. He emphasizes how permanent the changes are when 
they are being made by the craftsman – how once you start chisseling a block of stone, you are committed to 
its transformation. Overlayed on this dialogue, we see Jesus wrestling with the commitment to begin 
publically performing miracles, because He knows that once He starts down that road, it will lead inexorably to 
the cross and horrific suffering for the sake of the world. “Once He makes that first cut into the stone,” 
Thaddeous says, “it can’t be undone. It sets in motion a series of choices … and it will never be the same.” And 
so for Jesus, this moment does not simply represent a 
miraculous act of kindness to protect the honor of a 
family friend, it represents His entire “long journey” 
toward the redemption of the world, which will come at 
great personal cost to Him. And even in the midst of all 
the gravity of the situation, note that we also again see 
how Jesus throws the best parties! Jesus is the One who 
bled and died and conquered death for us … AND who 
tells jokes, dances and rejoices over us with singing. 
Truly this man is the Son of God, the Savior of the world! 
 
Lastly, in this episode we also see an important conversation between Nicodemus and John the Baptizer while 
John is in prison in Capernaum. We see Nico’s curiosity deepen as John questions his assumptions about the 
Lord. Nico “is searching for an explanation for things he cannot unsee,” to use his words. This too is beautiful 
and should give us pause as we consider how we too might have blinders on – so very sure of what we know 
to be true about God. Like the Pharisees, are we at risk of missing the Lord even when He comes to stand in 
our midst? As John quotes “the Oracle of Agur” (known to us as Proverbs 30; he’s quoting v4), Nicodemous 
simply can’t get his head around the idea that God’s Son might be an actual human being rather than a 
metaphor for the nation of Israel. But he’s about to come face-to-face with his presuppositions and find them 
wanting. (Stay tuned for episode 7!)  
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